Article Study Questions: Imperialism
1. What were the characteristics of the first stage of European colonialism?

2. What were the characteristics of the second stage of European colonialism?  What is meant by “free trade imperialism?”

3. How did British imperialism in India in the 19th century differ from Spanish colonial rule in the Americas from the 16th-18th centuries?

4. According to Osterhammel, what were the “steps” of colonial establishment in British India?

5. What colonial advancements and/or changes were made between 1830-1880 in the following places:

· The Caribbean

· China, Japan, Thailand, Egypt

· Latin America

· West Africa

· Indonesia

· Central Asia

6. How did the “paper partition” of Africa in the late 19th century affect Africa long-term?

7. Explain what Ponting means by “…a system of developed and underdeveloped, or independent and dependent states developed.”

8. Ponting uses Kenya as an example to illustrate his point.  Briefly describe the effects of imperialism in Kenya.

9. Briefly explain the roots of the present day conflict between the Sinhalese and Tamils of Sri Lanka.

10. How did the Firestone Corp. affect Liberia?

11. How did the United Fruit Co. affect Central America?

12. Briefly explain how the mining industry has helped in the creation of the Third World, according to Ponting.

13. What arguments does Lugard use to justify imperialism?  What is your opinion?

14. In signing the Royal Niger Co. treaty, what did tribal chieftains give up?  What did they gain?

15. What economic changes did the Ndebele experience as a result of imperialism?

16. Why does Ndansi Kumalo see the arrival of Europeans as a mixed blessing?

