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" THE FORMATION OF CLASSICAL SOCIETIES, §00 8.c.§. TO ma.o C.g.

SOURCES FROM THE PAST

LAOZI ON LIVING IN HARMONY WITH DAO

Commitved Daoists mostly rejected opportunities to play active roles in government. Yet fike the
Confucians, the Daoists held strong views on virtwous behavior, and their understanding of dao had decp
political implications, as exemplified by the following excerpts from the Daodejing.

“The highest goodness is like water, for water is excel-
lent in benefitting all things, and it does not strive. It
ovcupies the lowest place, which men abhor. And

" therefore it is near akin to the dao. . _

In governing men and in serving heaven, there is
nothing lke moderation. For only by moderation can
there be an early return to the normal state of hu-
mankind. This carly renirn is the same as a great stor-
age of virme. With a grear storage of virtue there is
nothing that may not be achieved. If there is nothing
that may not be achieved, then no one will know to
whar extent this power reaches. And if no one knows o
what extent 2 man’s power reaches, that man is fit to be,,
the ruler of a state, Having the secret of rule, his rule
shall endure. Setting the tap-root deep, and making the

spreading roots firm: this is the way to ensure long life .

to the tree.

Use uprightness in ruling a state; employ indirecy -
methods in waging war; practice non-interference in
order to win the empire. .

The greater the number of laws and enactments, the
more thieves and robbers there will be. Thercfore the Sage
[Laozi] says: “So long as I do nothing, the people will work
out their own reformation. So long as I love calm; the peo:-
ple will fight themselves. If only I keep from meddling, the
people will grow rich. If only I am free from desire, the
people will come nanirally back to simplicity. -

There is nothing in the world more soft and weak
than water, vet for artacking things that are hard and
strong, there is nothing that surpasses it, nothing that
can take its place.

The soft overcomes the hard; the weak overcomes
the strong. There is no one in the world butknows this
truth, and no one who can put it into practice.

SOURCE: Lionel Giles, trans. The Sevings of Las Tox. London: John Murray, 1905, pp. 26, N@lwc 41, 50i
{Translations slightly modified.)
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