Causes, Symptoms, and Effects of the Decline of the Three Main Classical Civilizations: China, India, and the Mediterranean
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-The Han dynasty entered decline by 100 C.E.

-The central government’s control diminished.
-Corruption increased at all levels of government.
-Local landlords became more powerful.
-The tax burden on peasants increased.
-Daoism gained appeal (some more religious strains of the philosophy developed, even leading to an anti-government group called the Yellow Turbans rebelling and protesting).
-Buddhism spread, appealing to peasants seeking solace in troubled times.
-Invasions of borderland nomads in northern China began.
-Epidemic disease decreased population and weakened society.
-The bureaucracy declined and weakened, though did not disappear; Confucian values and styles of government continued, and even appealed to invading nomadic groups who began to assimilate into Chinese culture.
-The ability of Gupta emperors to control local rulers was declining by the 400’s C.E.
-Nomadic invaders (such as the Huns) began to threaten northern regions.
-By the 600’s C.E., regional kingdoms and states controlled India, and were often founded and controlled with military strength.
-Buddhism declined, while new currents developed in Hinduism.
-Commercial dynamism in the Indian Ocean diminished, especially once Islam began to spread and Arab merchants started to compete and become prominent in Indian Ocean trade and commerce.
-Caste system remained a continuity, though new groups and categories were introduced (within the main castes) as new peoples entered India.
-Population decline made it difficult to recruit for the army in later years of the empire; reliance on Germanic mercenaries increased.  (Thus loyalty to army decreased.)
-Society became more decadent and brutal, and emperors often exhibited these characteristics as well.
-Trade and production decreased
-Plagues (epidemic disease) decreased pop. and weakened society
-There was a marked creative, cultural, and ethical decline.
-Germanic invasions began in the 400’s C.E.
-Collapse in the western Roman empire was more disruptive at all levels than collapse in either China or India.
-The eastern portion of the empire remained intact after the fall of the west in 476 C.E., though some new institutions and characteristics developed:  (became known as Byzantine empire, Greek was main language, Constantinople was seat of power, religious differences and tensions developed between Christian Church in Rome and Eastern Orthodox Church.)

· All three civilizations faltered and declined between 200 C.E. and 500 C.E.; all experienced some level of collapse by 600 C.E.

· First collapse of Han dynasty, then Rome, then Gupta dynasty

· Some continuities regarding culture and religion remained in all three classical regions


