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Colonized and Colonizers

Europeans in Africa and \»&.P_
1850-1930

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

The first stage of European colonialism, beginning with Columbus, was
a period in which Europeans — led by the Spanish and Portuguese —
settled in the Western Hemisphere and created plantations with African
labor. From 1492 to 1776, European settlement in Asia was limited to
a few coastal port cities where merchants and missionaries operated.
The second stage — the years between 1776, when Britain lost most of .
its American colonies, and 1880, when the Buropean scramble for
African territory began — has sometimes been called a period of free-
trade imperialism. This term refers to the desire by European countries
in general and by Britain in particular to expand their zones of free-
trade. It also refers to a widespread opposition to the expense of colo-'
nization, a conviction held especially among the British, who garnered  }
all of the advantages of political empire without the costs of occupation |
and outright ownership. _ .
The British used to say that their second global empire was created in
the nineteenth century “in a fit of absentmindedness.” But colonial policy
in Britain and the rest of Europe was more planned and continuous than.
that schera might suggest. British control of India (including Burma) in-
creased throughout the nineteenth century, as did British control of South

Africa, Australia, the Pacific, and parts of the Americas. At the same time,
France, having lost most of India to the British, began building an empire
that included parts of North Africa, Southeast Asia, and the Pacific.

This new age of colonialism, beginning in the mid-nineteenth century,
reached a fever pitch with the partition of Africa at the end of the century.
The period spawned renewed settlement and massive population transfers,
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with most European migrants settling in the older colonies of the Americas

(as well as in South Africa and Australia), where indigenous populations had

been reduced. Even where settlement remained light, however, Europeans
. took-political control of large areas of the Earth’s surface (see Map g.1).

In the first reading in this chapter, a historian offers a brief history

of this second stage of European colonialism and describes what the re-

newed era of colonization meant, both for the colonizers and the colo- .

nized. Subsequent readings examine aspects of colonial society —in
British Burma, French Africa, and the Spanish Philippines.

42

JURGEN OSTERHAMMEL
From Colonialism

In this selection, modern historian Jurgen Osterhammel provides us
with an overview of European colonialism. In the first part, “Colonial
Epochs,” the author discusses ways in which European colonialism
changed from the late cighteenth to the early twenticth century. In the .
second section, "Colonial Socleties,” he discusses the special character
of the colonial social order throughout this period. .

.w:u.nmwu. Mumwwnw..uaw,n_. Colonialism, trans. mrn__w. Frizch (Princeton: Markus Wiener, 1997),

How, according to Omwn_.rua.mn_. did colonialism change between
1760 and 19302 How were these.changes reflected in the evolution of
“colonial society”?

Thinking Historically
Unlike philosophy, which tends to deal with general principles, his-
tory studies specific details. Yet as this general overview of colonial-
ism shows, rmmnnu%.nun include summaries of long-term change and
generalizations about different parts of the world over entire centuries
as well as specific names and dates. What sort of generalizations are
made in this excerpt? :

History, like fiction, is a form of storytelling. Fictional storytelling
tends to be.far more specific than history, usually docomenting min-
utes or hours in the amount of space that it takes many historians to
cover years and Osterhammel to cover centuries, Does this selection.
tell you a story in any mmman.. or is it too general to do that?

Colonial Epochs

The most important colonial advance of the period [1760-1830) was
the extension of the British position in India. The British East India
Company (EIC) originally conducted trade from port cities. Later on, it
becomes increasingly involved in Indian domestic-politics, which were
determined by the antagonisms of regional powers in’ the declining
phase of the Mughal empire. Unlike the Spanish in Central America,
the British in India at first pursued no plans to conquer and certainly
no plans to proselytize. They were far from possessing military advan-
tages over the Indian states until about the middle -of the century. In
Bengal, where British trade interests were. increasifigly concentrated, 2
mutually. advantageous agreement was reached>*with the regional
prince, the Nabob. Only when a collapse of this “collaboration” was
brought about by a concatenation of causes did the idea of tefritorial.
rule originate. In 1755, Robert Clive, the future conqueror of Bengal,
expressed a hitherto unthinkable idea: “We must indeed become the
Nabobs ourselves.” From then on the British pursued a strategy of sub-
jugation within a polycentric Indian state system, interrupted repeat-
edly by phases of deadlock and-consolidation, Until the end of the colo-
nial period in 1947, hundreds: of :seemingly autonomous principalities
continued to exist, but after 1818 the-British could consider themselves

the “paramount power? on the subcontinent.: -

The East India Company contintied: to play its double role as.busi-
ness enterprise and state organization. Under constant supervision of
the government in London'it accompanied the military expansion of its
sphere of power with the gradual establishment of colonial structures,




which, in rough schematic terms, passed through a characteristic se-

quences of steps: (1) securing an effective trade monopoly, (2) securing
‘military dominance and disarmament of any subjugated indigenous

powers, (3) achieving a tax collection system, (4) stabilizing govern-
- ment by comprehensive legal regulations and the establishment of a bu-
reaucratic administration, and (5) intervening in the indigenous'society
-for purposes of social and humanitarian reform. This fifth stage was
reached in the early 1830s. Not only did the age of European rule over
highly civilized Asian societies begin in India, but India also became the
prototype of an exploitation colony without settlers, a model for
British expansion in other parts of Asia and Africa.

The period between 1830 and 1880 was certainly not a calm inter-
lude in the history of European expansion. Only the Caribbean, once so
rich, became a “forgotten derelict corner of the world.® In an age of
“free trade imperialism,” China, Japan, Siam (Thailand) and, to a
greater extent than was previously the case, the Ottoman Empire as
well as Egypt, now de facto independent from it, were forced to open
their economies. Sovereignty limitations characteristic of “informal em-
pires® were imposed on them. Latin America, which was no longer

colonial, and West Africa, which was rid of the slave trade but 7ot yet -

colonized, were integrated into the world economy more closely than
ever, On Java, the major island of the Netherlands East Indies; direct
colonial intervention in the utilization of land-began after 1830;"the
outer Indonesian islands were gradually subjugated in the period to fol-
low. Foreign encroachment on continental Southeast Asia began after
about 1820. First the lowlands near the coast fell into foreign hands: in
1852-1853 Lower Burma, and in 1857 Cochin China. By 1870, the
later colonial borders could be distinguished clearly. During the entire
period, the Tsarist Empire advanced in the Caucasus and Central Asia
with military force, and:shortly thereafter in the Far East with some-
what more diplomatic means; thereby intensifying the so-called “Great
Game,” a sustained cold war between the two Asiatic Great Powers
Russia and Great Britain. : : .

Despite these continuities of European world conquest and of ties
between classic European diplomacy_and “high imperidlism,” there is
something to be said for marking a new epoch around 1870-1880.
Most of the reasons can be found in the broader imperialist environ-
ment of colonialism, that is, in the structural changes of the world
economy and international system. In terms of colonial history, the
chief development over the last two decades of the nineteenth century
was the European occupation of Africa, a singularly condensed expro-
priation of an entire continent-termedthe “partition of Africa.” On the
eve of this process, only South Africa and Algeria had been regions of
European colonization, South Africa since 1652 and Algeria since

1830. Elsewhere the Portuguese (Angola, gonBwﬁﬁmr French (Sene-
gal), and British (Sierra Leone, ‘Lagos) made their presence felt in a
more limited way. After all, by 1870 over 270,000 white wnﬁu_m were
already living in Algeria and about 245 ,000 in South Africa (including

.the two Boer Republics). The further expansion of these early cores of

colonization was also an impetus for the occupation of Africa in the
last quarter of the century. The discovery of diamond deposits EmH mmm
and of gold in 1886 unleashed a development that nrm.Emnm .o_EnH
Africa into a capitalist center of growth and a magnet for Snn_,.nmw_oum
capital. At the same time, it strengthened white supremacy. In Algeria
the same result was achieved simultaneously under almost purely agrar-
ian conditions by extensive land transfers from the Arabs to a rapidly
ing settlement population. - .

mﬂoﬁﬁm actual awmmwﬁwops of Africa in the years vagnmn.ﬁ.rn @nnﬁmmm
tion of Tunis by the French in 1881 and of Egypt by the British in 188
on the one hand and the Boer War of the years Hmwmluwow on the other
was initially a somewhat symbolic process. .dq_ﬂr treaties amongst
themselves, the European Great Powers compitted nrman?mm to mu-
tual recognition of colonies, protectorates, and -spheres of Emmﬂnn..
“Paper partition” was only slowly and Eno:_m._mna_w transforme. .M:o
effective occupation, “partition on the maocam.. moinﬁr.ﬁrn voaanam
+that were drawn endured with the later establishment of independent
African national states. For Africans, the so-called partition of their
continent often meant the brutal disruption of bonds and established

© ways of life. However, partition could also result in the exact opposite:

«4 ruthless act of political amalgamation, whereby something of the

_order of ten thousand units was reduced to a miere forty.” Particularly

in Islamic North Africa (Egypt, Morocco, Tunesia, and Em.o_.._mv as well
as in parts of Asia (Vietnam, W.o:wmu and wEBm.r no_on,.m:mw._ encoun-
tered fairly complex proto-nation-states. Colonial rule in these coun-
tries was considered even less legitimate than m_mwérnnm.




‘European Indust_ziéiism and Imperialism: Impact on
Environment, Labor Systems and Global Trade*

The rise of Europe in the years after 1500, from being a backward
area of the world to dominate the rest of the globe not only drastically
affected a whole range of ecosystems but also reshaped the relationship
between different regions. Before the 16% century different areas of the
world had evolved to a large extent in isolation. Although societies .
encountered the same basic problem of finding 4 balance between
populatior:, food production and damage to the environment, their
interactior: was very limited. In the period after 1500 European
expansiont triggered a process of gradual integration of the different parts
of the world into a single system and created a world economy. That
system was dominated by European states and the areas where extensive
white settlement took place. The tropical colonies and those without
substantial European settlement remained in a subordinate position.

By the 19t century industrialism and western imperialism
intensified the process of using the tropical colonies for resources.
Europe’s demand for raw materials increased and the colonies provided

. an ideal source of supply. A system of developed and underdeveloped
states or imdependent and dependent states developed. The dependent
countries became major producers of crops and raw materials rather
than manwufacturers of industrial products. Even after these countries
achieved political mdependence these states found it very difficuit to
escape fromm this economic system. Today these states are often referred
to as Third World.

The creation of the Thzrd World was a complex process that took
many centuries, but important features can be identified in the first
decades of European expansion When the Spanish and Portuguese
began to expand to the islands in the Atlantic, they cleared the forest for
plantationn agriculture. They introduced pigs, cattle and rabbits which
caused irreparable damage to the ecosystem of the islands. The new
colonies were exploited for the benefit of the home economy—in the main
they produced crops that could not be grown at home. The export crops
took up much of the best land and largely displaced traditional
subsistence agriculture. The crops were grown on plantations owned
and controlled by Europeans rather than on small farms run by local
peasants. The cultivation relied on European investments and large
amounts of cheap labor, often times slaves. The continued growth of
single crop agriculture reduced soil fertility and the susceptibility to
pests because of the lack of diversity. This system was used by the
Europeans as they expanded across the Atlantic into the Americas.

A look at the British colony of Kenya in East Africa will help
illustrate what developed. The economy and society of Kenya was
completely transformed by the British between 1895 and the 1920's.




Britain took the position that a colony should contribute to the overall
development of the empire and produce commodities that Britain
required. Aswhite settlers moved to Kenya the best land was allocated
to them. The settled Africans and the pastoral tribes were removed from
the land given to the white even though as last as 1930 two thirds of the
land was still not in use for agriculture. The main crops were coffee,
sisal and maize. The large plantations run by the Europeans used cheap
local labor. Recruitment of the labor was a problem. A variety of
measures were adopted to make sure that Africans needed to work to
earn money and did not remain 4as subsistence farmers. Both a hut and

- a poll tax, which had to be paid in cash, were introduced. Import duties
were raise on imported goods. All Africans were required to carry passes
which could only be obtained if they had a job. By 1930 the
transformation of a traditional African economy into one controlled by
the whites and mtegrated mto the international economy was largcly
complete.

Although the economies of vu‘tually every European colony and
many nominally independent countries in Latin America were drastically
altered to provide the products that Europe and increasingly the U.S.
required, the pace and nature of change varied from area to area. In Asia
until the 19% century there were few plantations and most crops for
export were grown by peasants. Then the Suez Canal opened,
steamships developed, and new industrial methods developed increasing
the demand for rubber and vegetable oils. To meet this, new plantations
were established. They depended on imported labor—Tamils for Ceylon’s
tea plantations and Malaya’s rubber estates, Biharis for Assam, India’s
main tea growing area and Chinese for Sumatra’s rubber plantations.

The first crop grown for Europe that transformed the environment,
economies and societigs of the rest of the world was sugar. Sugar grown
in the Caribbean soon exhausted the soil and depended on thousands of
slaves imported from Africa. The second crop that became important in
the Americas was tobacco. It was the mainstay of Virginia and Maryland
and was even used as local currency. The problem was that it exhausted
the soil very guickly, in three or four years, and so the frontier of the
states moved steadily westwards. Cotton grew further south and west of
the tobacco regions. It depended on extensive slave labor for its
cultivation and harvest. Five major tribes of Indians were forcibly
removed from their land and put on a reservation in Oklahoma, so more
cotton could be grown. Like sugar and tobacco, continuous cotton
cultivation rapidly exhausts the soil and in the first half of the 19t
century cotton growing was spreading Westwards 800,000 slaves were -
moved into the regions.

The development of plantations and the domination of the
economies of Asia by the production of cash crops began in the 19t
century. Here three major erops were involved—tea, rice and rubber. As
tea drinking grew in popularity. in Britain so did the cultivation of tea.



Tea plantations were established on the hills of Assam by clearing the
forests. Tea cultivation moved into south India and Ceylon in 1870%.
Harvesting the crop was very labor intensive, needing about forty people
per acre per day. Many Tamil from India were taken to Ceylon, where
they are now the main minority population. In the 20® century, the
Tamil were favored by the British. The conflict between the Tamil and
the native Sri Lankans led to a bitter civil war in the 1980’s. Women
‘were also employed by the British to pick the tea. This changed the
social structure of families in the area. Rice was grown by peasants
mainly for their own use or sale in local markets. The British though
began growing rice for export in Burma during the 1860’s. It had
devastating social consequences on the Burmese peasants. The
peasants couldn’t compete with the corporate plantations and other
landlords with access to financing. They soon became landless laborers
or poverty-stricken sharecroppers permanently in debt. Like the British,
. the French began to produce rice for export in Indochina. They also had
large estates worked by sharecroppers, kept in a position of quasi-serfs
and tied to land by permanent debt. The rubber trade was small in the
early 19t century. Most of the rubber was gathered in the Amazon
region from wild trees. But the demand for rubber jumped considerably
after the discovery of a vulcanization process which made rubber lighter,
tmore flexible and less affected by heat and cold. The British took seeds
of rubber trees to experimental plantations in Malaya so they could
develop their own source of rubber. The Dutch also developed rubber
plantations on Sumatra in the early 20t century. Again when there was
not enough local labor, the British transferred Indian Tamil to Malaya to
do the work. The Brazilian trade couldn’t keep up with the plantation
- cultivation of rubber, so they soon dropped out of the market. The
Firestone corporation of the United States got the Liberian government to
granted them a concession of 1 million acres of land at a price of .04
cents an acre so they could develop their own rubber plantations. But
the development of plantations and cash crops for export were a
comparatively late development in Africa.

The two most important crops grown in Africa—coifee and cocoa—
were originally grown elsewhere. Most of the coffee was grown in Brazil
by slave and then European immigrant labor. But Britain wanted to
secure its own supply of coffee, so they began to cultivate it'in their East
African colonies such as Kenya and Uganda. The plantations were
worked with African labor, often provided as forced labor by the
authorities. Cocoa was introduced into West Africa by the British to
provide a useful export revenue for what until then had been relatively
unproductive colonies. From the 1880’s cocoa production received strong
official backing plus support from British companies such as Cadbury -
who wanted to secure their own reliable supplies. They employed natives
as-seasonal laborers in some areas as sharecroppers on the foreign
owned cocoa plantations.

(W8]




Two major plantation crops were dependent on technological
innovations. The industrial revolution brought a demand for palm oil
and refrigeration made it possible to develop overseas shipping of
bananas. Palm oil was used as lubricant and as an ingredient in soap.
The British developed the palm oil business in West Africa. By 1900
West African exports to Britain increased fifty times that of 1800 but
most of the production came after 1920. Bananas were grown in Central
America using Indian labor. The crop required cropping throughout the
year. Only a few companies could provide the necessary financing. By
the turn of century, United Fruit Company dominated the banana
business and cleared rain forests to build plantations. They also
controlled railroads, production, transportation, shipping and marketing
of bananas. Contractors supplied the necessary laborers, who were
housed in company barracks, pald a small wage and given notes to
exchange for goods at inflated prices in the UFC company store. The
economies of many of the Central American republics were highty
dependent of this one export and UFC wielded enormous influence in the
region.

By the early 20 century, Europe and increasingly the United
States, had brought about a major transformation in the economies and
societies of what is now known as the Third World. Countries which had
be largely self-sufficient in food and grew crops for local markets became
part of the world economy dominated by white industrialists and
imperialists. The third world countries do not control trade in the
commodities they produce because multinational companies dominate
processing and manufacturing. The Europeans saw the rest of the world
not only as.a supplies of foods and fibers, but also as a source of timber,
minerals and other raw materials. By the early 19t century, Britain had
almost completely destroyed the teak forests of India’s Malabar coast. By
1852 the massive forest of the Irrawaddy delta in lower Burma had been
cleared. By the 1850’s there was also severe depletion of the forests of
the western Himalayas. After the U.S. annexed the Philippines, the
Bureau of Forestry was set up for commercial logging. At that time 80%
of the virgin forests were still in existence. By 1980, only one third
remained. In the Ivory Coast the 30 million acres of rainforests have
been reduced to about 10 million acres. Mining exploitation has also
been an important factor in the creation of the Third World. In Africa.the
Europeans mined copper in the Congo, gold and diamonds from
Rhodesia and South Africa. Not only do these mining operations damage ‘
the environment, but they upset the traditional African economy and
social systems. In Liberia, four huge open cast stripe mines stripped
away vast quantities of top soil and rock creating huige pits and canyons.
~ The colonials introduced poll and hut taxes that had fo be paid in cash,
forcing Africans to work in the mines. The native mineworkers were
housed in squalid barracks, separated from their families and often
working hundreds of miles away from home. The overwhelming majority



of all the ores are used elsewhere. Mining is in the hands of
multinational corporations and most the profit leaves the country.
Europe’s demands were not just for metals, but for other ores as well,
Guano wa.s minded off islands in Chile as an organic fertilizer using
CHifese indentured laborers working in dreadful conditions. Phosphate
deposits in the Pacific islands of Nauru and Ocean were discovered in the
early 20® century. To get to the phosphate, the vegetation was cleared
and about 50 feet of top soil was stripped off leaving an uninhabitable
wasteland of jagged pinnacles on which nothing would grow. By the
1980’s Ocean Island had been destroyed by the mining and the deposits
exhausted. The islanders had lost their home and had received only
small compensation for their loss.

Achievement of political independence in the Third World has not
brought economic independence. Economies remain tied to the global
system created by the industrialized world. The consequences of the
unbalanced development had profound effects for both the industrialized
world and the Third World. Political and economic control of a large part
of the world’s resources enabled the industrialized world to live beyond
the constraints of its immediate resource base: Much of the price of that
achievement was paid by the population of the Third World in the form of
exploitation, poverty and human suffering.

*This reading is a condensed version of Clive Ponting’s “Creating the
Third World.” From A Green History of the World the Environment and
the Collapse of Great Civilizations, Penguin Books, 1991.
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89 A JUSTIFICATION OF BRITISH
COLONIALISM IN AFRICA

In the early 1900s, when their activities in Africa and the Far East
came under attack, a number of European powers defended their
colonial policies. In his book The Dual Mandate'in British Tropical
Africa, Lord Frederick Lugard, a veteran colonial administrator and
the first Britisk governor-general of Nigeria, summed up major argu-
ments of the imperial powers. In the excerpt below, Lugard explains
the nature of the “dual mandare.” As you read the excerpr, ask yourself
whether you agree with Lugard’s point of view.

These products [food supplies and raw materials] lay wasted and
ungarnered in Africa because the natives did not know their value.
Millions of tons of oil-nuts, for instance, grew wild without the labour of
man, and lay rotting in the forests. Who can deny the right of the hungry
people of Europe to utilise the wasted bounties of nature, or that the task .
of developing these resources was, as Mr. [Joseph] Chamberlain ex-
pressed it, a “trust for civilisation” and for the benefit of mankind?
Europe benefited by the wonderful increase in the amenities of life for
the mass of her people which followed the opening up of Africa at the
end of the nineteenth century. Africa benefited by the influx of manufac-
tured goods, and the substitution of law and order for the methods of
barbarism. '

Thus Europe was impelled to the development of Africa primarily by
the necessities of her people, and not by the greed of the capitalist. Keen
competition assured the maximum prices to the producer. It is only
when monopolies are granted that it can be argued that profifs are re-
stricted to the few, and British policy has long been averse (o monopolies
in every form. The brains, the research, the capital, and the enterprise
of the merchant, the miner, and the planter have discovered and utilised
the surplus products of Africa: The profits have been divided among the
shareholders representing all classes of the people, and no small share-of
them has gone to the native African merchant and the middieman as-well
as the producer. It is true to say.that “a vast area of activity has been
opened up to the British workman, in which he shares with the capitalist
the profits of the development of tropical resources.” ,

In accepting responsibility for the control of these new lands, England
obeyed the tradition of her race. British Africa was acquired not by
groups of financiers, nor yet. .. by the efforts of her statesmen, but 1n
spite of them. It was the instinct of the British democracy which cormn-
pelled us to take our share. ... Even if it were true.. .that.we could do
as lucrative a trade in the tropical possessions of other nations, there can
be no doubt that the verdict of the British people has been emphatc that
we will not ask the foreigner to open markets for our use, or leave him

the responsibility and its reward. ...

READINGS IN WORLD HISTORY




Let it be admitted ar the outset that European brains, capital, and

energy have not been, and never will be, expended in developing the
resources of Africa from motives of pure philanthropy; that Europe is in
Africa for the mutal benefit of her own industrial classes, and of the
native races in their progress to a higher plane; that the benefit can be
made reciprocal, and that it is the aim and desire of civilised administra-
tion to fulfill this dual mandate.
. By railways and roads, by reclamation of swamps and irrigation of
deserts, and by 2 system of fair trade and competition, we have added to
the prosperity and wealth of these lands, and checked famine and disease.
We have put an end to the awful misery of the slave-trade and inter-tribal
war, to human sacrifice and the ordeals of the witch-doctor. Where these
things survive they are severely suppressed. We are endeavouring to teach
the native races to conduct their own affairs with justice and humanity,
and to educate them alike in letters and in industry....

As Ronan imperialism laid the foundations of modern civilisation, and |

fod the wild barbarians of these islands {Great Britain] along the path-of
progress, so in Africa to-day we are repaying the debt, and bringing to-
the dark places of earth, the abode of barbarism and cruelty, the torch of
culture and progress, while ministering to the material needs of our own
civilisation. In this task the nations of Europe have pledged themselves
to co-operation by a solemn covenant. Towards the common goal each will
advance by the methods most consonant with its national genius, British
methods have not perhaps in all cases produced ideal results, but [ am
profounidly convinced that there can be no question but that British rule
has promoted the happiness and welfare of the primitive races. Let those
who question it examine the results impartially. If there is unrest, and a
desire for independence, as in India and Egypt, it is because we have

- taught the value of liberty and freedom, which for centuries these peoples

had not known. Their very discontent is a measure of their progress.
We hold these countries because it is the genius of our race to colonise,
to trade, and o govern. The task in which England is engaged in the
tropics . .. has become part of her-tradition, and she has ever given of her
bestin the cause of liberty and civilisation. There will always be those who
cry aloud that the task is being badly done, that it does not need doing,
that we can get more profit by leaving others to do it, that it brings evil
to subject races and breeds profiteers at home. These were not the
principles which prompted our forefathers, and secured for us the place
we hold in the world to-day in trust for those who shall come after us.

L READING REVIEW 4]

1. Why, according to Lugard, was FEurope “impelled to the
development of Africa’? .

2. What was Europe’s dual mandate in Africa?

3. Do you agree or disagree with Lugard’s justification of colo-
pialism? Why or why not?

READINGS IN WORLD HISTORY
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sWith the View of Bettering the Condition of
| Our Country ...
’ iy

73+ Royal Niger Company, STANDARD TREATY

The following document iHusceates the process by which large parts of Africa -
succumbed to European cule. The Royal Niger Company was commissioned by
Queen Victoria in 1886 to administer and direct economic development in the

potentially valuable region

France as.a potential competitor the company's £€

of the Miger River defca and its hintecland. Wich

presencatives had to move

quickly, so they drew up 2 seandacd treaty © be used throughour the region
during the lare 1880s. One peeded only 0 £ll in the blanks.

QUESTIONS FOR AN@_‘-}LYSIS

1. By accepeing this treaty what were the tribal chieftains giving up?

2. What benefits were the cribes to recelve?
3. What does ust of che seandard ereaty impl

the Africans?

© e, the undersigned Chiefs of ., with the
view to the bereering of the condition of out
councey sad people, do this day cede to che
Royal Niger Company, for ever, the whole of
ur cetrirory extending from —

We also give to the said Royal Niger Com-
pany fuil power t@ sercle all pacive dispuces aris-
ing from aoy cause whatevee, and we pledge
ourselves noe to enter ingo any wac with ocher
tribes wichous the sancrion of the said Royal
Niger Compaay-

We underscand chat the said Royal Niger
Company have full power to rnine, facm, and
buiid in any perrion of our counery.

We bind ousselves not w have any incer-

course with any scangers of foreigners except -

chrough the said Royal Niger Company-
I’ consideracion of the foregoing, the said

y about English artitudes coward

bind themselves pot to incerfere wizh any of the~

" pative laws O CuscOms of the country, consis-

tently with the mainterance of ocder and good
govemment. ) }

The snid Royal Niger Company agree to pey,
pative owners of land 2 repsonable amount for
aay porcion chey may require. ’ )

“Ihe said Royal Niger Company bind them-
selves to procect che said Chiefs from che artacks -
of any neighbuﬁng aggressive tribes.

The said Royal Niger Company also agres ©
pay the said Chiefs . measuces native value.

" We, the undersigned witnesses, do heseby
solemnty declare that the ___ Chiefs whose:
nzmmes are placed opposite cheir rasPec_tive'
crosses have in our presence affixed cheir crosses
of their own free witl and consent, and chic
_the safd —— has In owr presence affixed his

Royal Niger Compaay (Chartered and Limited) slgnatuce.
Done in criplicare at , rhis — day of quainced wich the language of the .— country,
—_, 188 and that on the —.. day of —— 185 — I

Deglaracion by interpreter [, of —, de
hereby solemaly declace ¢har 1 2m well ac-

truly and Taichfully explained the above Agres-
ment co ail the Chiefs pressac, and that they
wndeestood its meaniag.




" The Fate of the Ndebele

Adal

25  Ndansi Kumalo, HIS STORY

H ] Wi inance, 1800494
If one seeks peoof of the remarkable changes in the human conditiun over the 316 The World in the Age of ’ esters Donmindiice . 914
past two centuries, consider the fate of the MNdebele {pronounced en-duh-bee'- ' :

5. What economic changes did the Ndebele experience a5 2 resule of their
subjection co the Yuropeans?

6. Do you agree with Ndansi Xumalo that the arrival of Europeans was &
mixed blessing? ’

1ee) people of Africa and the life of one of their sons, Ndansi Kumalo, In the
early nineteenth century the Ndcbele were puscoralises living in the southeastern -
corner of Aftica just north of the Tugela River, 1n the 1820s they fled in terror
fram che warriors of Shalca, chief of the Zulu, znother group of pastoralists that
_ .suddenly embarked on 2 campaign of conquest, plunder, and destruction in
i much of southern Africa, The Ndebele moved to the Transveal bur ten

. \We were terribly apset and very angry ar che  chemselves. When the pioneers turned oue there
years later were forced off their land by Boer trekkers, Ducch pioneers from

coming of the whire men, for Lopengula . .. was® fight ac Shangani and at Bembezi. . - -

the south who were seeking grazing land for their cattle, The Ndebele ended was under het .+ .. [The Queen’s} protection The next news was that the white peopie had
. up in an area 10 the north of the Limpope River that is part of modern Zim- and it was quite unjustified chat white men entered Bulawayo; che King's keaal® had been
| . N n . .

w habwe. Despite their years of flight, they were able to subdue other groups 1o should come with force iato olr countsy.' - - - bucne dows and the King tad fled. Of the cat-

the ragion and establish 2 sizable kingdom with a population of 100,000,

But the Ndebele could not escape danger, which came this time from the
British, who, under the famous imperialist Cecil Rhodes, were anxious to ex
ploir the region's mineral wealth, In 1888 the’ Ndebele chieftain Lobengula
H ! signed an nmnnn_“ummw with Rhodes that gave Rhodes's South Africa Company
: mining £ighrs in exchange for one thousand rifies and 2 monthly sdpend of one
. hundred pounds. Fricdon prew, especially -aftec European sectlers began estabe

lishing farmsteads acound 1890, and war broke out in 1893, The Ndebele were
defeared, and they were defeared again when they rose up against the Bridish in

1897. The Ndebele thea made one last journey, @ che vast but acid resecvation
. 1 their new masters vnoianm. -

One of the Ndsbele who made this journey was Ndansi Kumalo. Bora ia the
tate 1870s, he was raised as 2 warrior to protect Ndebele land and raid aeighbors
for wives and caccle. He fought the Brish in the 18905 and took up farming
after the Ndebele's defeat. In 1932 he caught the eye of a British filmmaker who
was in Southern Rhodesia to malee 2 film, Rbodes of Africa, a0 the life of Cecil
Rhodes. He was recruited to play the pace of Lobenguls, the chief of the Ndebete
when they fought Rhodes and the British in the 1890s. T complete the film he
traveled to England, where he saw the king, saw the sights of London, and ook
his first plane flight. While there he also related his life story 10 the English
, Africanist Margery Perham, whase cranseciprion of it serves as the basis for the
, following excerpt. His most maoving experience was being “treated . . . a5 an
: equal” by an English farm family that entertained him for dinnet. Rbades of

Lobengutn had no wat in his heare: he had sl dle very few were recovered; most gel} inco the
ways proceceed che white men and been good hands of the white people., Only 2 very mBm:_
20 them. IF he had meant wat, would he have portion were found and brought to mrmnmw:_
seat our [egiments far away to rthe porch ar this  where the King was, and we went chere €a BIve
moment? As far as I know thé crouble began in hhim any assiseance we could. . . . Three of our
this way. Gandani, a chief who was sent out, teaders mounted their horses and ?:oa..& up
reporred that some of the Mashona! had palcen  the King and he wanted to know where his cat-
‘the Eam.\m cactle; some regiments were detailed  rle wers; they said they had fallen into che
te follow and recover them. They followed the haods of the whites, oaly @ fow were lefe. He
Mathona to Zimingo's people. Gandani had  said, "GO back and bring them along."” Bur
serict insteactions not to molest che white peo- they did noc g0 back again; the whice forces had
ple established in certain parts and to confine  occupied Putawayo and they weat into the Ma-
himself co the people who had caken the cacele,  Toppos. Then the white people came @ where
The commander was given 2 lecter which he  we wers living and sent ward .SE& chac all
tiad to produce ta the Furopeans and tell them  chiefs and warriors should go 1Ato Bulawayo
what the object of the party wes. But the mem- and discuss peace, for the King had gone EHE
bers of the party Were restless and weng without they wanted to make peace. . - - The !?S
reporting ta the white people and kilted a lor  people said, "Now %E”. your King has ammnﬂnm
of Mashonss, The pioneers Were very angry and  you, We pccupy your Country- Do you "._.cvaz
said, “You have teespassed  inco ouc part.” @ us?" What could we do? “1If you ace sincere,
They went with the lecter, bur only after they come back ond bring in all your arms, Funs.
had killed some people, and the white men and spears.” We did so. . . -

ey hane

A

© 1wt

., . : . said, "You have done weong, you should have Sy we surrendered o the white people and
: &..:.B was 2 modest success, m..&. after it opened, WEEE Kumalo rerurned to broughe the leceer fise and then we should buve  were told to go back to our homes and live our
— .”.m”:w_.. where he presumably rejoined his large family and never lacked for tales given you permission follow the cacde.” The weual lives and accend to our Crops. But the
: ell. ’

Comimander received orders {rom the white peo-  white men sent native police who did abomi-
ple o get out,'and up to a certain poine which pable chings; they were ceuet and assaulzed u lot
he could not possibly reach in the time allowed,  of our people and helped chemselves o 0uz cet-
" QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS , ‘ . & force followed them up and they defended de and goats. These policemen were not oU

P ) P In the following excerpt he describes events of the 1890s.

. 1. Who was to blame for the outbreak of hostilicies becween the Neébele and ’
che Brirish in 18932 - e an n the agreemint Lobengula sigaed with Rhades in  “Prscoralists swhom the Ndebate hud subjugaced.

. : f . ; 188 che Bricish government (Her Majesty’s govera- PThe scackede where the Ling lived.
: 2. How did conditions afeer the war lead 1o the 1897 rebellion? ment) guarsnceed theee would be no Enghish secelers on
i 3, The condision of the Ndebele rapidly dereriorated after che rebellion was Naehwle tand and no diminution of Lobengula's auchor-
: L suppressed. Why? iry. Labenguin's concessions ongecsd maoy of his wor-

4 . Al . P . tines, whe began to press for wir against the Europeuns.

. Aside from raising revenuc, what might che Bricish have hoped o achieve
A - by imposing, then raising, raxes on the Ndebele? !
. i
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own peaple; anybody was made a policeman.
We were treared like slaves. They came and
were overbearing and we were ordered to caery
their clothes and bundles. They interfered with
our wives and our daughters and molested

them. In face, the rreatment we received was
intolerable. We thoughe it best ta fight and die
rather than bear it. How the rebellion started 1
do not know; there was na organization, it was
Iike n fire that suddenly fames ap. We had been
Rogged by native police and then they rubbed
salt water in the wonnds. There was much bit-
terness becanse so many of our cartle were
branded and teken away from us; we had no
property, nothing we could call our own. We
said, “It is no good living under such condi-
tions; death would be becter — ler us fighe.”
Our King gone, we hed submiceed ro the white
people and they ili-teeated us until we beeame
despecate and tried 1o make a0 ead of icall, We
knew that we had very lirtle chance because
their weapons were 50 much superior to outs.
Bur we meant 1o fight o the lase; feeling that
even if we could not bear them we mighe at
least kill a few of them and so have some sore
of revenge, '

1 fought in the rebellion. We used to look
our fot valleys where che white men were likely
to approach. We took cover behind rocks and
crees and eried to ambush them, We were forced
by the nature of our weapons not to expose one-
selves. 1 had o gun, 2 breech-laader, They —
the white men — fought us with big guns and
Maxims' and rifles.

1 remember 2 Aght in the Macoppos when
we charged the white men, There were some
hundreds of us: the white men also were as
many, We charged them at close quertees: we
thought we had a good chance to kill them but
the Maxims were ton much for us, We drove
them off at the firse charge, but they recurned
and formed up again. We made a second
charge, bue chey were too strong for us. 1 can-

Hnvenred by vhe American-bomn engineer Henry 5.
Maxim. the Maxim gun wos on enrly muchine gun,

not say how many white peaple weére killed, but
we think it was quite a lot. . . . Many of our
people were killed in this fighe: 1 saw four of
my consins shot. One was shot in the jaw aod
the whole of his face was blown away — like
this — and he died. One was hit between the
eyes; another here, in the shoulder; anocher had
pact of his cac shoc off. We made many charges
but each time we were beaten off, until ar last
the white men packed up and reeeeaced, But foe
the Maxims,. it would-have been differenc. . . .

So peace was made, Many of our people had
been Lilled, and now we began to die of star-
vation; and then came the rinderpest’ and the
catcle that were seill lefr co us perished. We
could not help chinking that 2} these dreadful
things were brought by the white people. We
serupgled, and the Government hielped us with
grain; dnd by degrees we managed o gec CIOps
and pulied through. Our carsle were pracrically
wiped out, but a few were lefr and from them
we slowly bred up our herds ngain, We were

offered worle in the mines and farms o earn

money and so were able to buy back some cat-
tle. Ar first, of course, we wete not used to
going aut to work, but advice was given that
the chief should advise the young peeple 0 go
out to work, and graduaily they went. At first

_we seceived a good price for our cattle and sheep

end goats. Thea the tax came. 1r was 10s.% 2
year. Soon the Government said, “That is oo
lictle, you must contribure mote; you must pay
£1.” We did so. Then those who took more
than one wife were tixed; 10s. for each addi-
tional wife. The tax is heavy, but thac is not all.
We are also taxed for our dogs; 5s. for e dog.
“Then we were told we were living on private
land; che owners wonted rent in uddition to the
Government tax; some 10s. some £1, some £2
ayear. . . .

Would 1 like ta have the old days back?
Well, the white men have brought some good
things. For a start, they broughe us Enropean

YAn acute infeccious disease of catdle.
b, = shilling, nne twentleth of n pound.

have hard times and find it difficult to meet our
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implemenes —— plows; we can bdy mﬁoﬁnpa.ﬂ
clothes, which are an advance. The Govern-
ment has acranged for educacion and chrough
that, when our children geow up, they may rise
in starus, We want them ta be educated and
civilized and make berfer eitizens. Even in our
owa rime there were troubles, there was much
fighting and many innocent people wete killed.
It is infinicely becter o have pesce instead of
war, and ouc treatment generally by the officials
is berter than it was ar Arst, Bur, vader che
white people, we still have our eroubles. Eco-
nomic conditions are relling on us very severely.
We are on fand where the rainfall is scancy, and
things will not grow well. In our own time we
could pick oyr own country, but now all the
best land has been taken by the white people.
We gee hardly any price for our carle; we find
it hard to meet our money obligations. If we
have crops to spare we ger very lictle for them;
we find it difficult to make ends meer and
wapes are very low. When I view the position,
I see thae our cainfall hos diminished, we have
suffered drought und have poor crops and we do
not see any hope of improvement, but all che
sarne our taxes do not diminish. We see no
prosperous days shead of us. There is one thing
we think an injustice, When we have plency of
grain the prices are very low, bue the momene
we aze shoct of grain and we have co buy from
Europeans at onge the price is high. If when we

abligations some of these burdens were taken
off us ic would gladden our heares, As ic is, if.
we do raise anything, it is never our own: all,
or most of i, goes back in taxetion, We-can
never save any money. If we could, we could
help ourselves: we could build ourselves becter
houses; we could buy modern means of teavel-
jug abour, a cart, oc donkeys or mules.

As o my own life, I have had twelve wives
altogether, five died and seven are alive. [ have
twenty-six children alive, five have died. Of my
sons five are married and ace all at work farm-
ing: three young children go to school. 1 hope
chie younger children will all go o schaol. [
think it is a good thing eo go to school.

There are five schools in our diserice. Quite a
number of people are Christians, but | am too
old to ehange my ways. In oue religion we be-
lieve that when anybody dies the spirit remains
and we often make offerings to the spirics o
keep them good-tempered. Buc aow the malc-
ing of offerings is dylng our rapidly, for every
membez of the family should be present, bus
the children ace” Christians and refuse co come,
so the spitic-womship is dying ouc. A goad

many of owr children go to the mines in che

Union, for the wages are becter there. Uaforr
tunately a farge number do not come back ar
all. And some send money to their people —
others do not. Some men have even desected
their families, their wives, and childeen. If they
cannot ga by crain they walk long distances.
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